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In Search of the Conceptualization and Application of Social Justice
in the Theory of Velayat-e Faqih, with Emphasis on Figh Texts
Mohammad Hadi Hamidian®
Abstract
Justice, as one of the fundamental conditions of the political legitimacy of the faqih possessing the
required qualifications (faqih jami‘ al-shara’it), has received considerable attention in figh and
doctrinal texts. Nevertheless, examining the relationship between social justice and the theory of
Velayat-e Faqih is regarded as a figh-based innovation and an interdisciplinary endeavor. Inquiry
into justice within the theoretical and practical dimensions of Velayat-e Faqih remains a relatively
novel field that requires conceptual clarification and systematic formulation.
Using a descriptive—analytical method, this article demonstrates that some contemporary
jurists have attempted to employ social justice as a mediating criterion and have offered both
independent and complementary interpretations of the theory of Velayat-e Faqih. Among
these jurists are Mohammad-Taqi Misbah Yazdi, Mohammad Javad Fazel Lankarani, and
Mohsen Araki. Conversely, some jurists and hadith scholars, drawing upon specific
narrations, have sought to elucidate the relationship between social justice and the theory of
Velayat-e Faqih. The passage “lawla hudur al-hadir” in the Shagshaqiyyah Sermon is
considered one of the most significant narrations in discussions of social justice.
Following Imam Khomeini, several of his students made substantial contributions in this
regard. Likewise, the contemporary hadith scholar Mohammad Reza Hakimi established a
close connection between social justice and the theory of Velayat-e Faqih. In some of his
works, he appears as a strong proponent of Velayat-e Faqih, while in others he adopts a
critical—though not negating—approach. This article also addresses the ways in which the
concepts of justice and social justice have, in certain cases, been employed as grounds for
criticizing or rejecting Velayat-e Faqih, thereby systematizing both critical and negation-
oriented strands of the existing literature.
Keywords: Justice; Social Justice; Theory of Velayat-e Faqih; Rational Justification; Textual

Justification; Proponents; Opponents.

1 Assistant Professor at the Imam Khomeini Institute and Member of the Academic Council of the Maraiyyah

Figh Center of the Aimmah al-Athar (‘alayhim al-saiam). hadi.hamidian@gmail.com
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