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A Re-examination of Sayyid Lar?’s Critique of the Unrestricted Scope of
Shaykh Ansari’s Theory of Wilayat al-Faqih in al-Makasib
Mansir Mahdavr 1

Abstract

The discussion of Wilayat al-Faqih constitutes one of the most fundamental pillars of Islamic
society during the ‘asr al-ghaybah, and Shi‘a jurists have devoted special attention to this
issue. Nevertheless, the manner in which Wilayat al-Faqih has been addressed among Shi‘a
fugaha’ is not uniform. By way of illustration, Shaykh Ansari, in his book al-Makasib,
examines the issue of Wilayat al-Faqih and its adillah without direct engagement with the
views of other jurists.

In contrast, Sayyid ‘Abd al-Husayn Lari adopts a critical approach in evaluating Shaykh
Ansari’s treatise and, while articulating several critiques, seeks to present his own theory
within this framework. Sayyid Lari endeavors, through various arguments, to challenge the
position of Shaykh Ansari - regarded as a representative of opponents of wilayah mutlagah al-
faqih - and even delineates certain specific domains as constituting the scope of Wilayat al-
Faqih. Accordingly, the present article raises the question of adjudicating between Sayyid
‘Abd al-Husayn Lari’s critical approach and that of Shaykh Ansari.
Employing an analytical-comparative method, the article demonstrates that Sayyid Lari’s
understanding of wilayah mutlagah as derived from the adillah is sound. Consequently,
Shaykh Ansari’s failure to derive the unrestricted scope of Wilayat al-Faqih from these
evidences is subject to serious challenge. Nevertheless, given that Shaykh Ansari expresses a
different position in some of his other works - such as Kitab al-Qada’ - the study ultimately
shows that, contrary to initial assumptions, he too upholds the doctrine of the unrestricted
scope of Wilayat al-Faqih.

Keywords: wilayah; Wilayat al-Faqih; unrestricted scope (itlaq); Shaykh Ansari; Sayyid
‘Abd al-Husayn Lari.
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