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Abstracts

An Elucidation of the Perspective of
Ayatullah Subhani on Political Legitimacy

Mohsen Fi Troozlabarl
Abstract
The discourse on legitimacy and the justifiability of government has always been one of
the most critical issues in the realm of politics. In the past century, particularly after the
Constitutional Movement and especially following the Islamic Revolution of Iran, the
role and status of the people in relation to the legitimacy or acceptability of the Islamic
government has gained significant attention among theorists and jurists. The focus on
political legitimacy has led to the emergence of three major perspectives: divine
legitimacy, divine-popular legitimacy with an elected jurist, and divine-popular
legitimacy with an elected individual. Among these, the prevalent view emphasizes the
first perspective.
One of the contemporary jurists who has addressed this issue is Ayatullah Subhani (may
his shadow endure). The outward meaning of some of his statements has led to the
assumption that his view differs from the well-known stance—namely, divine legitimacy.
Therefore, the clarification of his position on the legitimacy of government is the subject
of this article. The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method, elucidates and
analyzes the view of Ayatullah Subhani (may his shadow endure) regarding the
legitimacy of the Islamic government, and demonstrates that the aforementioned
assumption is incorrect. He, like the majority of Shi‘T jurists, holds the view of
appointment and divine legitimacy. Accordingly, interpreting his statements as
supporting a divine-popular legitimacy is mistaken.
Keywords: appointment, legitimacy of government, divine legitimacy, divine-popular,

people, acceptability, Ayatullah Subhani.

1. Level-Four Seminary Student in the field of Figh al-Hukimah (Islamic Political Jurisprudence), Researcher at

the Figh Center of Aimmah al -atthar(a); firooztabar@gmail.com
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