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An Examination of the Scope of the Ruler’s Authority
in Administering Ta zir Punishments from the Perspective
of the Two Schools (Sunni and Shi‘ah)
Muhammad Fa izt !

Rohullah Bahram Arjavand 2
Abstract
Ta‘zir (discretionary punishment) is recognized as one of the tools for enforcing divine
ordinances in the Islamic society; thus, it has a direct impact on the manner of
governing an Islamic community. One of the most important questions regarding ta‘zir
is the scope and range of offenses that can incur ta‘zir punishments. Therefore, the
discussion about whether the ruler is permitted to issue ta‘zir for every prohibited act
and for the neglect of every obligatory act under the principle “al-ta‘zir li-kulli ‘amalin
haram” (ta‘zir for every forbidden act) becomes particularly significant.
The present article, through an analytical-descriptive method and by referring to both
library and digital sources, explores this question from the perspective of the two schools
(Sunni and Shi‘ah), and shows that this principle is unanimously accepted by Sunni
scholars and early ShiT jurists. To affirm this principle, one may refer to two types of
narrations: general and specific. In addition to the general narrations, more than forty
specific narrations—indicating the application of ta'zir for various sins—exist in Shi‘1
hadith and jurisprudential sources. Therefore, this principle is supported not only by
consensus but also by general and specific narrations, and in practice it broadens the
scope of the ruler’s authority.
Keywords: Ta‘zir (discretionary punishment), al-ta‘zir li-kulli ‘amalin haram,

jurisprudential principle, governance, comparative figh.
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