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Analysis of the Concept of Wilayat al-Faqih
in the Political Discourse of Shaykh Fadlullah Nart and ‘Allama Na'ini
(Constitutionalism vs. Legitimate Authority)

Muhammad Sadiq Movahedil
Abstract
Shaykh Fadlullah Nuirt and ‘Allama Na'ini were influential scholars during the Qajar era who
theorized on the delegation of social and administrative responsibilities to qualified jurists
(fugaha’). This article compares their perspectives on Wilayat al-Faqih (guardianship of the
jurist).
In Tanbih al-Ummah¢ Na'ini¢ while not directly advocating for Wilayat al-Faqih¢ ties the
legitimacy of constitutional governance to the jurist’s authority. He argues that during the
absence of an infallible Imam¢ public responsibilities and prerogatives transfer to qualified
jurists. Na'ini¢ in Munyat al-Talib¢ also affirms jurists’ authority in specific public matters
(umir hisbiya)¢ also known as non-litigious affairs. Conversely¢ Shaykh Fadlullah Nuri
asserts that only jurists may represent the Imam in governance. He emphasizes entrusting
public affairs to jurists but diverges on collaboration with rulers. Na'ini’s framework aligns
with “permitted sovereignty¢” while NarT supports “dual governance.”
Both scholars view jurists as the best candidates for governance during the Imam’s absence.
However¢ when direct clerical rule is impractical® dual governance¢ combining juristic
oversight with royal authority¢ is seen as the most viable solution.
Keywords: Wilayat al-Faqih¢ Sovereignty¢ Constitutionalism¢ Clerical Authority¢ Political

Jurisprudence.
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