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Governance of Amr bil Ma'ruf wa Nahy ‘an al-Munkar
Based on the Tanzili Approach

Muhammad Tagqi Ahmadi Parto1
Abstract
The principles of Amr bil Ma'rif wa Nahy ‘an al-Munkar (enjoining good and forbidding
evil) are fundamental Islamic teachings with profound theological¢ ethical¢ social¢ and
political implications. This study analyzes the legitimacy of applying authority in these
principles using a descriptive-analytical method that incorporates juristic views and the tanzili
(sequential revelation) approach¢ focusing on contextual conditions at the time of Qur’anic
revelation. The tanzili interpretation methodology bases understanding on the chronological
order of revelation® ensuring alignment with the gradual emergence of divine guidance.
Ignoring this order complicates grasping the intended divine meaning. Jurists diverge on two
main views regarding authority: maximal use of power by the people versus requiring state
permission. This research examines interpretive insights from verses such as Al ‘Imran
(3:104)¢ Al-Hajj (22:41)¢ Al-Hadid (57:25)¢ and related narrations. It concludes that
establishing organizational structures to robustly implement these duties is essential for
safeguarding religion in society. Such structures¢ grounded in faith and religious
brotherhood¢ may operate independently of the state¢ demonstrating that enforcement can
extend beyond governmental frameworks.
Keywords: Amr bil Ma'rif wa Nahy ‘an al-Munkar¢ Authority¢ Grassroots Organizations¢
Tanzili Approach¢ Qur’anic Legal Verses (Ayat al-Ahkam).
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