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Abstracts

Comparative Study of the Theory of Wilayat al-Faqih
in the Political Jurisprudence of Imam Khomeini(ra)
and Taha ‘Abd al-Rahman
Sayyid Ihsan Rafiee Alawi*
Sayyid Morteza Jula '
Abstract
The Egyptian thinker Taha ‘Abd al-Rahman approaches the concept of Wilayat al-Faqih
(Guardianship of the Jurist) in political jurisprudence with a novel perspective¢ integrating
mysticism and jurisprudence to envision a society rooted in internal faith and heartfelt
understanding. He views submission (ta‘abbud) as essential to governance and utilizes
purification and spiritual intuition for uncovering laws and managing societal affairs. This
article examines ‘Abd al-Rahman's theory of Wilayat al-Faqih¢ exploring its commonalities
and differences with Imam Khomeini’s perspective. The method involves analyzing the
foundational principles of ‘Abd al-Rahman’s theory and contrasting its premises with Imam
Khomeini’s views. ‘Abd al-Rahman’s theory diverges from Imam Khomeini’s in key ways.
He emphasizes the people's adherence to laws and reduces jurisprudence to heartfelt
understanding. In contrast¢ Imam Khomeini prioritizes preserving religious symbols and
highlights the interplay of faith and law¢ while ‘Abd al-Rahman transitions from inner faith to
law adherence¢ de-emphasizing external religious symbols. Despite these differences¢ Taha
‘Abd al-Rahman's innovative approach to political jurisprudence fosters convergence within
the Islamic world¢ paving the way for dialogue among diverse intellectual traditions.
Keywords: Taha ‘Abd al-Rahman¢ Imam Khomeini¢ Guardianship of a Living Jurist)¢
Wilayat al-Faqih (Crafted Guardianship of the Jurist)¢ Trusteeship (i'timani)¢

Commandership (i'timari)¢ Spiritual Intuition (shuhtd).
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1. Jean Jacques Rousseau
2. Thomas Hobbes
3. John Locke

4. Social Contract
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