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Abstracts

Political Legitimacy in the Quran;
A Case Study of the Verses of Obedience

Mohammad Qasemil
Abstract
If we consider the distinction between jurisprudence and theology to be based on the
assumption that the former focuses on the action of the duty-bound person and the latter on
the action of God, then the question of the origin of political legitimacy becomes a
jurisprudential-theological issue; namely, who can and indeed must be obeyed? This is a
jurisprudential question in terms of who has the right to obedience set by Allah. The present
research, with a jurisprudential-theological approach, offers the question of political
legitimacy to the Holy Quran and tries to answer it from the perspective of the verses of
obedience and with the method of ijtihadi analysis. The finding of the present research from
the case study of the verses of obedience is that there is a relationship of necessity between
the right to obedience and servitude. The right to obedience and, consequently, the necessity
of obedience to the orders and prohibitions issued by the holder of this right is established for
those who have the right to servitude. Since humans cannot directly be the recipients of divine
orders and prohibitions, the Holy Quran has introduced prophets and imams as intermediaries
for divine obedience in social and individual affairs of humans. Although the complete
example of the imam is the infallible imam (peace be upon him), many Shia scholars believe
that in the era of occultation, the qualified jurist will be the example of the imam with or
without an intermediary. Therefore, such a right is not limited and confined to a specific time
- the presence of the infallible imam (peace be upon him).
Keywords: Political Legitimacy, Political Jurisprudence, Political Interpretation, Obedience

Verses, Guardianship of the Jurist.

1. Graduate of the Islamic Seminary of Qom, doctor of political philosophy and researcher at the

Jurisprudence Center of Pure Imams(a).
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