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A Jurisprudential Study of Muharabah and the Execution of Muharib
from the Perspective of Grand Ayatollah Fazel Lankarani (may his soul rest in peace)

Abbas Ali Mishkani Sabzevari-
Hussein Nik’
Abstract
The issue of Muharabah (waging war against God and His Messenger) and the punishment of
the Muharib (perpetrator of Muharabah) is a testament to the serious concern of the Holy
Sharia for the security of citizens in the Islamic community. A review of jurisprudential texts
reveals that the Holy Sharia has prescribed the most severe worldly punishment for the
Muharib, who is recognized as a security disrupter. While this is undeniable and none of the
Shi'a jurists have questioned the jurisprudential ruling on Muharib, there is no unanimity
among Shi'a jurists regarding the subject matter of Muharabah - especially in the era of
occultation. There are differences of opinion regarding the conditions for the realization of the
title of Muharabah in terms of the type of weapon and how it is used, the intention and motive
of the Muharib, and the nature of the punishment for such a person. This article, based on an
analytical approach while relying on library studies, secks to clarify the jurisprudential view
of one of the contemporary jurists - namely, the late Grand Ayatollah Fazel Lankarani (may
his soul rest in peace) - on the conditions for the punishment of the Muharib and how it is
carried out. This research shows that from the perspective of Grand Ayatollah Fazel
Lankarani, firstly, there is no necessary connection between the title of Muharib and mufsid fi
al-ard (i.e. the one who spreads corruption in the earth). Secondly, the title of Muharib applies
to anyone who has publicly displayed any type of weapon with the intention of frightening an
individual or individuals in society. Thirdly, the Imam of the community has the discretion to
punish the Muharib with any of the four punishments mentioned in the jurisprudential texts.
Keywords: Muharabah, Muharib, rules of Muharabah, punishment, execution of Muharib,

misgivings concerning Muharabah.

1. Doctor of the jurisprudence of International relations and researcher of political jurisprudence.

2. Alumnus of the Islamic Seminary of Mashhad.
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