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Analysis of the Interpretation of Verse 66 of Siirah al-Ma'idah
on the Necessity of Establishing a Religious Government
Abdulnaser Jalalian*
Abstract
The distortion of the Torah and the Gospel on one hand, and the incompetence of the Church
in the realm of governance and the fair administration of society on the other, has led Western
intellectuals to advocate for the separation of religion from politics. Unfortunately, some
religious thinkers have also extended the religion's incapacity in the political arena to Islam
and have even attempted to find evidence from the Quran and Sunnah for this claim. This
article, in line with refuting this notion, focuses on the implication of one of the verses of the
Quran - verse 66 of Strah al-Ma'idah - on the necessity of a religious government and
attempts to elucidate how the verse indicates this important matter. The analysis of the
interpretation of the mentioned verse, using the interpretive-ijtihad method, reveals that Islam
is not merely a personal religion but also concerns itself with social matters and the
establishment of governance, advocating for human welfare in all aspects. In this verse,
worldly happiness is contingent upon the establishment of religion, which is not possible
without the formation of a government; even if we do not explicitly say that the establishment
of'a government is in conjunction with the establishment of religion, it is at least its precursor.
The narrations of the interpreters of the verse also emphasize this point, stating that human
happiness is achieved through obedience to the divine representatives and vicegerents of
Allah in all aspects of life.
Keywords: Establishment of Religion, Jurisprudence of Governance, Necessity of Religious
Government, Social Laws, Verse 66 of Stirah al-Ma'idah.
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