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Abstracts

Vilification of Innovator in Political Jurisprudence
according to the Narration "Vilify them" with Emphasis
on Imam Khomeini's Perspective
Ali Kamsart*
Milad Muradr
Abstract
It is clear and obvious that it is necessary to deal with heresy and innovation (bidaa) in
religion inasmuch as it causes the society to go astray. However, in a narration passed on from
the Prophet of Islam, concerning the necessity of confronting the innovator, the Holy Prophet
(s) says that we should show our disgust and abhorrence towards their act and then the
Prophet (s) calls on Muslims that they "vilify them" (bahitihum). The sentence is in the
imperative mood. When it comes to the interpretation of this phrase, two general views have
been proposed. Some people abiding by it have considered vilification of the people of
innovation (ahl al-bid‘a) permissible and even obligatory in some cases. On the other hand,
another group considers a scientific confrontation and presentation of strong and convincing
reasons against the innovators to be necessary. Hence, they reject the idea that it is
permissible to vilify or insult the innovators. The main problem with which this article is
concerned is to judge between these two different opinions. The aim of this research is to
achieve a correct view and interpretation of this narration while relying on an analytical-
descriptive method. In the meantime, considering the unfair and prejudiced judgments passed
about Imam Khomeini's point of view about encountering the innovators, more attention has
been paid to his theory and interpretation. The findings of this research show that, firstly, not
only the life of the Infallibles in confronting the opponents was based on presenting scientific
and persuasive reasons, but the existence of some narrations such as "the obligation to declare
knowledge to religious scholars" indicates the correctness of the second interpretation of the
said narration. Secondly, despite the claims of the opponents of the Islamic government,
Imam Khomeini never agreed to the vilification of the political opponents.

Keywords: vilification, innovator, vilify them, Islamic system, Imam Khomeini.

1. Head of the Center for Preparation and Publication of Imam Khomeini's Works

2. Graduate of the Islamic Seminary of Qom and master of political jurisprudence (corresponding author).
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