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Abstracts

Islamic Government's Special Duty in Establishing Religious Beliefs

(with Emphasis on the Criminalization of Apostasy)

Muhammad Reza Kaykhal
Mujtaba Sargazi2
Amir Barani®

Abstract

Unlike non-religious governments, which are only concerned with providing
the worldly welfare of their citizens, the Islamic government, in addition to
that, has the duty to provide suitable religious atmospheres. Apostasy is a sin
that is indirectly criminalized in Iran's laws, and it is necessary to prevent it
because it can disrupt social order, weaken the lofty status of religion, and
endanger the spiritual well-being of Muslim citizens.

The decisive prevention of the holy Lawgiver from the point of view of
punishment for apostasy indicates the tremendous importance of confronting
this crime. However, what can be concluded from the the laws of Islam and
the normative conduct of the imams, in order to confront apostasy, is that
preventive social and legislative methods should be used first, and finally, if
no other measures work to prevent it, the apostate should be subjected to
capital punishment. The present article, relying on the library and analytical

method, examines the educational duty of the government in this regard, and

1. Corresponding author: doctor of jurisprudence and principles of law. (Kaykha@hamoon.usb.ac.ir)
2. Alumnus of the Islamic Seminary of Qom and PhD candidate in law, the University of Sistan and Baluchistan
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by highlighting the causes of apostasy under four general categories, it
presents eight solutions so that the Islamic government may, by applying
them, reduce apostasy and the renunciation of religious beliefs.

Keywords: government, crime prevention, apostasy, apostate, discretionary

punishment, government and governmental jurisprudence.
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