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The Relationship between Religion and Government
in the Holy Qur'an from the Perspective
of Ayatollah Mohammad Jawad Fazel Lankarani

(Critique of Religious Secularism)

Muhammad Qasimi*
Abstract
The minimalist and maximalist attitudes towards religion are not a new
phenomenon. Although the history of the minimalist attitude dates back to
period following the demise of the Holy Prophet of Islam, in recent centuries
the supporters of the minimalist attitude to religion have considered it to be
more limited than before. Influenced by the secularist ideology of the West,
these people not only believe in a democratically elected leader of the
Islamic government, but they also deny the role of religion in governing the
society. Thus, they believe that the scope of religion is reduced to individual
affairs and that religion has nothing to do with society, social relations and
administrative affairs. This study seeks to examine Ayatollah Mohammad
Javad Fazel Lankarani's position and evaluation of this claim and its relevant
proofs and evidence. Accordingly, with the interpretive-inferential approach,
on the one hand, the weakness of the Qur'anic arguments of the followers of

minimalist religion is explained, and on the other hand, it is demonstrated

1. Researcher of the Department of Political Science at the Jurisprudence Center of Pure Imams
(a) and doctor of the political philosophy of Islam. Email: (m.ghasemi@whc.ir).




Abstracts

that the Holy Qur'an does not address the relationship between man and God
only. The social addresses of the Holy Quran indicate that the individual is
not left alone and without any obligation in society. In fact, the idea that he
can set the social do's and don'ts in a society independently of the divine
social duties, and can regulate the system of society with this independent
view, is a misconception.

Keywords: Holy Quran, religion, government, secularism, religious
secularism, Quranic political verses.
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