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Abstracts

Jurisprudential Explanation of the Extent of Obedience to the Jurist
Muhammad stimil
Abstract
The issue of the guardianship of the jurist [wilayat al-faqih] and his representation of the
infallible Imam (peace be upon him) in the age of occultation is a well-known theory of Shiite
jurists, if not consensus. According to the theory of the guardianship of the jurist, the
obligation to obey the infallible and the prohibition of opposing them in social affairs has
been delegated to the jurist. Irrespective of the debates about the evidence and underlying
proofs in support of the guardianship of the jurist and its scope, the extent of obedience to the
guardian of the jurist and the prohibition of opposing him have not been properly explained.
The present research has put forth the scope and tradition of obeying the legal guardian as its
problem and has tried to prove that by referring to religious texts and using the inferential
method, obeying the legal guardian is very much the same as obeying the infallible Imam
(peace be upon him). This means that the orders and rulings of the jurist, in the same area
where the ruling of the jurist is established, will be the same as the orders and rulings of the
infallible, peace be upon him. The fact that a legal guardian is prone to error and the
possibility of committing mistakes in the obligations issued by him do not become a license
for disobedience to him. Even in the case of a conflict between the knowledge of a duty-
bound person and a mandatory ruling issued by a qualified jurist, the mandatory ruling of the
jurist takes precedence, and a violation of his ruling is not permissible in Islamic Shari‘a.
Keywords: obedience to the legal guardian (wali al-faqth), extent of obedience, legal

guardian, possibility of error, knowledge of error.
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